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at the World Economic Conference. France therefore
felt to some extent compensated for her declining
influence with Poland by symptoms of closer rela-
tions with Russia. This feeling however did not
extend to Great Britain where the trial in Moscow
of the British engineers aroused keen resentment.

The French Foreign Minister of that day, M.
Barthou, was a man of energy and vision, who
quickly appreciated that, if the tendency in Europe
started by Poland was not to develop, effective
counter measures were required. With this end in
view he undertook a tour in South-eastern Europe
in order to confirm the Little Entente (i.e. Czecho-
slovakia, Jugoslavia and Roumania) in their soli-
darity with France. He also visited Poland, where
he had a cool reception; but the moment seemed
propitious for France for various reasons. Chief of
these perhaps was an episode not directly connected
with the politics of France: this was the first meeting
between the German and Italian dictators. This
meeting was not a success, for each dictator found
the personality of the other antipathetic and no
common ground of policy was discovered. Indeed
Hitler refused to guarantee Austrian independence,
the obtaining of which had been Mussolini's principal
aim in holding a conference. The effect of these
abortive talks at Venice was strongly to incline
Mussolini to closer relations with France. This gave
M. Barthou considerable assistance in his project
in South-eastern Europe, where all the states were
on terms of friendship either with Italy or with
France. It is true that the full project of what was
known as an Eastern Locarno, in which Germany
could join, was frustrated because both Germany
and Poland, which since the conclusion of the Non-
Aggression Pact in January had inclined to side
with Germany, refused to participate. But in spite